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Center's Oscar Howe paintings to show 
Ten paintings from the Center 
collection by Oscar Howe of 
Vermillion, South Dakota, will show 
at the Center June 4 - August 27. The 
three-month exhibition is one of a 
series featuring art from the 
collection, and the first to feature the 
Howe holdings. 
Howe was born at Joe Creek, South 
Dakota, in 1915. After study at the 
Indian Art School in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, during 1934-38, he worked 
briefly with the W.P.A. arts program, 
executing murals at Mitchell and 
Mobridge, South Dakota. Following 
service with the U.S. Army in Europe 
during World War II, he attended 
Dakota Wesleyan University in 
Mitchell, earning the B.A. degree in 
1952. While a student at the 
university he served as 
artist-in-residence, and began a long 
association with the community's 
Corn Palace, where he designed the 
exterior murals for the building. In 
1954 he earned the M.F.A. degree 
from the University of Oklahoma. 
Since 1957 he has been 
artist-in-residence and professor of art 
at the University of South Dakota in 
Vermillion. A Y anktonai Sioux, Howe 
is recognized as one of the most 
original of American Indian artists at 
work today. His paintings are in 
collections of the Denver Art 
Museum, Joslyn Art Museum in 
Omaha, Museum of New Mexico in 
Santa Fe, Philbrook Art Center in 
Tulsa, and many others. 
He is a Fellow of the International 
Institute of Arts and Letters, and was 
an exchange lecturer for the State 
Department to the Near East in 1971. 
He was awarded an honorary Doctor 
of Humanities degree by South 
Dakota State University in 1968, and 
the first South Dakota Governor's Art 
Award in 1973. 




34.8 x 40.2 cm. 
Center board holds annual meeting 
Dona Brown and Jeannette Lusk of 
Huron and Vern Laustsen of 
Aberdeen were reappointed to 
three-year terms on the Center board 
of trustees by Dr. Sherwood 0. Berg, 
president of South Dakota State 
University, at the board's annual 
meeting April 27. Other members of 
the board are Berg, Jean Bibby, Dr. H. 
M. Briggs, C. F. Cecil, David Pearson, 
and Elmer H. Sexauer of Brookings; 
Robert J. Carey and John Lowrie of 
Watertown; Retta Ferguson of Philip; 
Les Helgeland of Yankton; LeRoy 
Hoffman of Eureka; Vera Way 
Marghab,.a native of Watertown, of 
New York City and Madeira; Marjorie 
Mogen of Waubay; Betty Osborn of 
Huron; and Dr. Ben Reifel of Sioux 
Falls. Berg, Cecil, and Pearson are 
ex-officio members of the board by 
reason of their positions at South 
Dakota State University. Briggs, 
Marghab, and Sexauer are life 
members of the board. 
The board elected Dona Brown 
president and Marjorie Mogen vice 
president, and re-elected C. F. Cecil 
secretary-treasurer for 1978-79. All 
are charter members of the board. 
Outgoing officers are Robert Carey, 
president, and Vern Laustsen, vice 
president. 
Dona Brown, a retired Huron High 
School counselor, is a former regent of 
Higher Education in South Dakota. 
She is interested in South Dakota art, 
and owns work by Harvey Dunn, 
Oscar Howe, and other state artists. 
Marjorie Magen is a long-time 
member and former officer of the 
Federation of Women's Clubs of 
South Dakota, and was involved with 
the Federation's drive to raise funds 
for construction of the Center. 
C. F. Cecil, assistant to the president 
at South Dakota State University, has 
been secretary-treasurer of the board 
since its charter in 1969. 
Robert J. Carey, left, president of the 
Center board of trustees, and Dr. Hilton M. 
Briggs, life member of the board and 
former president o.f South Dakota State 
University, with the board's 4th Artistic 
Achievement Citation, presented to 
Briggs at the April 27 annual meeting of 
the board. The award to Briggs is in 
recognition for his efforts in the drive to 
raise $500,000 for construction of the 
Center. 
Robert J. Carey, 
Watertown, president 
of the Center board 
during 1976-78, 
presents a gavel to 
president-elect Dona 
S. Brown of Huron 
during the board's 
annual meeting at the 
Center April 27. 
Gulbranson to study at Harvard 
Rex Gulbranson, assistant to the 
director at the Center, has been 
accepted into the 1978 Annual 
Management Development Program 
at the Harvard Institute in Arts 
Administration at Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. The four-week 
program will be held this June. 
The primary mission of the program is 
to provide participants with skills in 
management and problem-solving 
relevant to administering arts 
organizations and activities. The goal 
is an understanding of the 
fundamentals of managing such arts 
organizations as community arts 
centers and councils, orchestras and 
other music organizations, theatres, 
ballet and modem dance companies, 
museums, university arts programs, 
and expansion arts such as folk 
festivals. 
Gulbranson is a 1973 graduate in art 
education from South Dakota State 
University. During his student years 
he served as gallery assistant at the 
Center. Since 1974 he has served as 
assistant to the director, with 
responsibilities including 
management of the touring exhibition 
and sales shop programs, design of 
exhibitions, and accounting. 
During the spring of 1976 he was one 
of thirteen arts professionals in the 
United States to be granted a 
fellowship and serve as an intern at 
the National Endowment for the Arts 
in Washington, D.C. Field work as an 
intern took him to New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and other 
cities in the East. 
Northwestern Biennial 
continues at the Center 
The N orthwestem Biennial IV 
exhibition, featuring work by artists of 
Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, North 
Dakota, and South Dakota, continues 
at the Center through June 25. Artists 
represented in the exhibition are L. 
D. Carlsgaard of Aberdeen, South 
Dakota; Terry Lee Dill of Madrid, 
Iowa; James Eisentrager of Lincoln, 
Nebraska; Ray Herdegen of 
Minneapolis; John Ingle of Morris, 
Minnesota; Chris M uhlert of Iowa 
City; Michael Padgett of Valley City, 
North Dakota; Brian Paulsen of Grand 
Forks, North Dakota; Robert Therian, 
Jr., of Fremont, Nebraska; and Martin 
Wanserski of Vermillion, South 
Dakota. Each artist is represented 
by three works. 
The N orthwestem Biennial series 
helps bring attention to the work of 
outstanding artists in the region, and 
provides an opportunity for collecting 
contemporary art by the Center and 
other collectors in the area. 
From the Contemporary South Dakota 
Art exhibition: James Lauver's 
Thunderhead, 1967; watercolor/paper, 





Since opening in 1970 the Center has 
acquired work by ninety-five South 
Dakota artists, most of whom are 
contemporary. A selection from this 
collection will show at the Center 
July 2 - August 6. Artists from 
throughout the state will be 
represented, including Arthur 
Amiotte of McLaughlin, Michael 
Gontesky of Yankton, John Gritts of 
Spearfish, Milton Kudlacek of 
Mitchell, James Lauver of Aberdeen, 
Herman Red Elk of Rapid City, 
Melvin Spinar of Sioux Falls, Signe 
Nelson Stuart of Brookings, and 
William Wold of Vermillion. 
From the Northwestern Biennial IV 
exhibition: Terry Lee Dill's Static 
Compression No. 25, 1977; 
cast bronze and steel, 
50.8 cm. long. 
June Sampson and Mark St. Pierre with 
material from Mrs. Oscar Abel's 
collection at the Center Guild annual 




Aberdeen: Aberdeen National Bank 
Charles Greener Paintings, August 6 -
27 
Hot Springs: Goddard Gallery 
Five West River Artists, June 4 - 25 
Huron: State Fair 
South Dakota Works on Paper, August 
30 - September 4 
Pierre: State Library 
South Dakota Works on Paper, July 2-
23 
Sioux Falls: Civic Fine Arts Center 
South Dakota Works on Paper, June 4 
- 25 
Photoscape, August 1 - 27 
Center Guild holds annual meeting 
The Memorial Art Center Guild, a 
volunteer service organization, held 
its annual meeting at the Center April 
26. Officers elected for 1978-79 were 
Phyllis Bartling, president; Carol 
Koepp, vice president; Delpha 
Masson, secretary; Limen Smythe, 
treasurer; Beryl Younger, historian; 
and Peg O' Connell, member-at-large. 
Outgoing officers were Naomi 
Gilkerson, vice president, and 
Eleanor Evenson, historian. All are 
from Brookings. 
Special program for the meeting was 
an exhibition of Mrs. Oscar Abel's 
Plains Indian art collection, collected 
by her father at Sisseton, South 
Dakota, during the early years of this 
century. She lives in Brookings. June, 
From the Charles Greener Paintings 
touring exhibition: Stone Bridge at 
Lake Crystal, Minnesota, c1915-16; 
oil/illustration board, 18.4 x 25.7 cm. 
Greener (1870-1935) lived his adult life 
in Faulkton, South Dakota. 
Sampson, director of the University of 
South Dakota's W. H. Over Museum, 
and Mark St. Pierre of that 
university's South Dakota Indian 
Resource Center, discussed the 
collection and the background of the 
various art forms. 
Center awarded grants 
by South Dakota Arts Council 
Two grants totaling $9,000 have been 
awarded to the Center for its 1978-79 
program by the South Dakota Arts 
Council with funds from the National 
Endowment for the Arts. The grants 
are meant to help support collecting, 
art conservation, publishing, special 
exhibit, lecture, film, and other 
programs at the Center, and touring 
exhibits organized by the Center for 
showing in communities throughout 
the state. 
A part of the funding will go in 
support of a national competition for 
commissioning a sculpture for the 
east terrace of the Center. An 
exhibition of models submitted to the 
competition will tour the state. 
South Dakota Memorial Art Center 
Medary Avenue at Harvey Dunn Street 
Brookings, South Dakota 57007 
Non-Profit Org. 
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